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Heartspring reaching out to educator working with c hildren with 

special needs in Romania – Media invited to present ation 

 
Wichita, Kan. –  A recent report released by Mental Disability Rights International, which 

received national coverage from ABC’s Good Morning America in May 2006, brought to 

light the horrific conditions of abandoned orphans and individuals with disabilities in 

Romania.  

Although these findings were extremely disturbing, there are schools in Romania 

specializing in educating and caring for children with special needs. Heartspring is 

pleased to announce that Rodica Comardici, director of Special School #11 in 

Bucharest, Romania is currently a special guest of Heartspring until July 18. She was 

selected to receive an international program award from Heartspring for her work with 

children with disabilities. The majority of the students attending Special School #11 are 

orphans or come from families living in poverty. 
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 While in Wichita, Comardici is observing and training with Heartspring staff, and 

participated in an informational exchange program through Heartspring World Reach.   

Heartspring invites the media to a presentation Tuesday July 18 at 3:30 at the 

Heartspring Conference Center. Comardici will present on Special School #11 which 

serves children with special needs. Following the presentation, the media is invited to a 

Q&A with Comardici and Heartspring President and CEO Gary Singleton to find out how 

Heartspring is providing training and support which Comardici can incorporate in an 

attempt to help more children in Romania. 

Attached is the segment which aired on Good Morning America in May. 

http://abcnews.go.com/Video/playerIndex?id=1944838 

 

 

For more than 70 years, Heartspring, a worldwide center for children with special needs, has pioneered 

many breakthroughs for individuals with disabilities.  Today, Heartspring serves children with varying 

degrees of disabilities including autism, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, mental retardation and other 

developmental disabilities.  Our expertise at Heartspring School is recognizing the special needs of 

children as individuals, then guiding them to their greatest potential in all aspects of their life.  Through the 

years, we’ve used that expertise to help children through Heartspring Pediatric Services and individuals of 

all ages through the Heartspring Hearing Center. For more information please call Katie Bishop at 316-

634-8821 or email at kbishop@heartspring.org 
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