The famaliar halids 1y SO of "Cher the River and Thirous '|'| the Woods" comes
to mind as | recall my TI|||'|L-\.|__|'. ing wravels. It was ar chat time that
Hearmspring staff rr.|'\--.-||-|'| across the ocean, over the mountains and through
th |1|.|in:-h £ oy ide rraining, and SUPPeTt to teachers of children with aurism
.'|||-\.‘| I\.|r|'|| r -\.'II'\-.II'IIIIri-\.'h in ';-:III.'Iri.'I.

Fach of you may have been homs hax ing Thanks giving dinmer with LT
Families, bur vou were also n-u-.'|'||n|_ the lives of ¢ ||||r.|||-n im & country that has
wery limited resources For -c\.‘llh.‘lrll'u__ children with .».|'-:x'i.|| reeds ToL wers part
.-r';__-i-.in._; doctors, mursss, |1|-|'|.'||_5-..-;__'|||--. ||-_|;u|1| ds and defi |'l:u||li-__'i.v.h CUTEmE
informatien abour the |-.'|r|:. I-Ii.'l_u"-\..#\.i"- of autism. You were instrumental in
o u'|i|'||_; a rich me=al of hest }:r.'.-.'ri:': = 1o teachers who wers |'|-.||'||_;r'.' to leamm.
Y wer o u'|i|'||_; EMCOUTEEETH: T and |'|-.||1|- to farmilies. You were ||'|'||:-||-l.i|'||_;

'\-I.:I

'|.'|| |'|'||.I|'.Il:||ll'|.

How did v do chat? Hl. the use of spec ihc donor contributions from
individuals who have a vision. we were able to spond when Heartspr ""I.I
FECEE |'| a4 TE |'|Ir: L To SO [ |: JTOEtia o |'\l|'l\.|'| e tism I:rIIIII|| Flll ¢ davs
we pravelsd, towred, erained and presented; not only g0 programs in Croaria,
bur also making connections with programs in France, Belgium. Romania,
Sweden and Austria, We mer with representatives from the Ministry of
Education, The Cenrer for Aurism. Rehahbilitation Cenrers and the [nstitusion
of Cerebral Palsy. We spent time in dassroams, therapy centers.
administracion ofices and homes.

Tf!-:--\.|1i|-:- crowded schools and a lack of resources, the teachers in Croatia
I'u.lll;__'l'l’ |‘.|ll |'\l|'l\.||‘.|"\-:-\.||ll'|.'|| -\.‘I-\."\l -.-||-|1r|'u-|'|r. Tll-c' Entime coumtry I'I.l:-\. I\.||||'.' |‘.|II|I
universities. There are few conferences, w -.:rl-::-.ll-..-|:q.-. O .».|:-:-.'.l:--r venues for

|1r-.|||--:-.i|-n.|| staff. There is mo access to ||'u-ul:-.|ring and consultation.

i ETp of teachers antended our [pres: EATIon S0 & |'u--.|1i|.|| for doctors.
nerses and other medical staff, "We ralked of « .|r|:. |'||.'|_|;II-\..¢\.i:-\. as well as shared
staries of H-.-.lrr-\.|1 riug and cur students. "When the session ended, the teachers
waited s |l:|-:-|'|r|l.' For their chance 1o :-L|J--|l‘: to s, Then they asked., “Whar can
Wl Jdk LD |_| L '-ull Lo SRS Doy 451ET &0 I'u.llll W |'|| =1l '-ull S OAr I ([ EEEIF)
|1|’l\.|gl.'||'l'|. .III-\.‘I CHUT e l:l'u.l-\.‘I:-\.. H-\..-'". (== T e !_| i :--m.l [ 48 '\.I'lll'-‘- (1H3 I'I-\..-“a _I.|II| Ly ul'l-C:
Will vou come tomomrew?™ We went to our host and char |5'3u-.{ our schedule o
spend time with these teachers and their students

We left many new friends in Croaria. Amaong therm is Wiadimir Benbovic, the
Drirector of the Center for Autism in Rijelka. It was his invitation that toolk us

there. Upon our return, Wiadimir described his feelings abour how excizing i

E
kiad keen o pive his teachers the “Hi-rach Presentagion: of the ¢ Xperts af

Heamspring * He zaid, “[ had ASETINZENEs in my thracths, tears in miv eves”

In professional development, our gaal is to improve special education. There
e |'I'|.'|||:.' 'H|.'|:|:-\. we SErve o achiew r|'|.|l:. S EET TR W _ml: [0 S6¢ II'r:' r-c"\.llll.a.
Sometimes it feals like it iz can |'-ig of a job. This cirms we g0t T e 0t in A al
and meaningful way. Feal children, real reachers, real families are once again
|'|'|.|||;__'|-|'.|. and 1 am one of them.
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